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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: UK, PINT 

SUBJECT: COMMITTEE PROPOSALS ON CONSERVATIVE PARTY 
LEADERSHIP ELECTION PROCEDURES 

REF: LONDON 14997 

1. SPECIAL COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY LEADER HEATH AND 
CHAIRED BY SIR ALEC DOUGLAS HOME (REFTEL) MADE ITS 
REPORT TO HEATH A FEW DAYS AGO AND HE AUTHORIZED 
PUBLICATION OF REPORT. MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT HAVE BEEN 
PROVIDED WITH COPIES OF PROPOSALS, AND HEATH ANNOUNCED 
THAT PROPOSALS WERE ACCEPTABLE TO HIM IF ACCEPTABLE TO 
THE PARTY AS A WHOLE. PROPOSALS ENVISAGE PROGRESSIVE 
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LOTS, RESTRICT ELECTORATE TO CONSERVATIVE MEMBERS OF 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, PROVIDE DETAILS ON NOMINATIONS, SET UP 
PROCEDURES FOR SOLICITING VIEWS OF PARTY MEMBERSHIP AT 
LARGE THROUGH PARTY ASSOCIATIONS, AND CALL FOR "CONFIRM- 
ATION" OF ELECTED LEADER BY SPECIAL PARTY SESSION IN- 
VOLVING MPS, CONSERVATIVE PEERS, AND REPRESENTATIVES OF 
PARTY ORGANS. 

2. IF ADOPTED WITHOUT SIGNIFICANT CHANGE, COMMITTEE'S 
PROPOSALS SOMEWHAT IMPROVE HEATH'S CHANCES OF REMAINING 
LEADER PARTICULARLY BECAUSE OF THE ABSENCE OF ANY DE- 
CLARED CANDIDATE OTHER THAN MRS. THATCHER. HOWEVER, 

MANY CONSERVATIVES ARE BOTH CONCERNED AND IRRITATED ABOUT 
THE SUGGESTED PROCEDURES AND THE FURTHER DELAYS REQUIRED 
BEFORE THE LEADERSHIP CONTROVERSY IS SETTLED. 

3. FURTHER DETAILS AND COMMENTS WILL BE PROVIDED BY 
AIRGRAM. 

SPIERS 
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